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May, 2024 

Dear Beloved, 

I am honored to be with you in this lovely 
community of the Lutheran Church of Our 
Redeemer. I am excited about our future together. 
Intentional Interim Pastors have the charge of 
helping a church discover their identity. We start 
with the past, remembering times of joy and of 
sorrow. There will be a time for healing. God 
willing, we will look to the future with hope and 
joy. My hope is we will learn to listen to what 
God is up to and calling us to do. 

What are we doing when we hear scripture? 
During a bible study do you not search for God in 
the words you hear? Are you not looking for truth 
in the stories about Jesus the Christ? Last week 
we gave thanks for our baptism. Was this not a 
way to say yes we believe in the baptismal 
promise of eternal life? Surprisingly, thinking 
about eternal life for most people does not drive 
them to seek God. Many folks have shared with 
me that the thought of eternal life is not what 
sends them out to do good works, or to church. It 
is not what they think about when they identify 
themselves as a Christian. For most Christians it 
is a living relationship with others and with our 
church or by our personal understanding of what 
we believe about Jesus and faith. Do we search 
for God with the heart of understanding how God 
is working in our life? How much thought do we 
give to listening to God? 

As individuals, and as community, and even 
perhaps within the larger culture, it will be to our 
good to recover and own our search for God. By 
doing so, by owning the fact that we listen and 
look for God, we are acknowledging and making 
space for the fact that God is more than we may 
have known and lived. We make space for the 
enlargement of our hearts. Because God has 
already found us, it is given to us to search for 
God and to find God. Searching implies packing 
up and leaving the familiar because only in so 
doing do we receive the new and the unfamiliar, 
new gifts from God and God's all-encompassing 
love. Therefore a time of Joy. It is a time for 

deeper listening and searching. In a very real 
sense, searching for God is already to have found 
Him. 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Ruby 
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THANK YOU 

Clean-Up Day Saturday, April 27 

Church Clean-Up Day 

Saturday, April 27, 2024 

Church Clean-Up Day was held on Saturday, April 27, 2024. Although it was a RAINY day, fifteen people 

participated to use their abilities, talents, and hard work inside of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer. 

Some of the many tasks that were completed were: 

*cleaning the sanctuary lights and changing burned out light bulbs 

*polishing and sanitizing the backs of the church pews 

*vacuuming the cushions and pews 

*polishing the altar, pulpit, and lectern 

*cleaning the windows and storm windows in the sanctuary, altar windows, choir loft, Radloff Hall, library, and 

nursery 

*dusting the sanctuary and organ/piano areas 

*spot-cleaning the carpets along with mopping the women’s bathroom floor 

Along with completing these many tasks and other tasks not mentioned here, those attending enjoyed delicious 

snacks during coffee break time and a meal of sloppy joe sandwiches, chips, salad, and desserts for lunch. 

Fellowship and friendship with conversations among the workers was wonderful! 

Thank you to all who provided the morning snacks and the items for the lunch. 

Another spring clean-up day will be scheduled on a sunny day to clean the playground, flower beds, labyrinth, 

and property by the garages. 

Thank you to all who participated with cleaning of the inside of the church building on Saturday. 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 

                

                  Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer  

is hosting the May 

Prairie Parish Event 

At LCOR 

May 4, 2024 

9:00 a.m. 

 

All are welcome at this fabulous event! Grab a friend and come on over and join in the 

fun. If you are interested in providing a breakfast dish to share,  please email lcor-

morgan@msn.com ASAP 
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Included in this newsletter, you will find several charts depicting a history of LCOR’s finances. These numbers are 

presented to and reviewed by council on a regular basis; however after the discussion at the special meeting of the     

congregation on April 7th and the questions asked, it was decided to share them with the entire congregation in the 

May newsletter in hopes of offering a clearer picture of our finances; where we’ve been as well as where we are to-

day. 

The monthly finance reports are reviewed and approved at each monthly council meeting. In addition, these reports 

are made available to the congregation in the notebook on the bottom shelf in the narthex.  We strive for 100%   

transparency of funds, so if anyone has specific questions or would like to have further explanation, please feel free 

to attend a council meeting or just ask. 

The general fund tracking will continue to be published in the newsletter. The general fund number is the difference 

in our actual cash on hand minus the special funds (money given for a specific purpose that has not yet been spent). 

If the general fund amount is negative, this means we are borrowing from our special funds to cover our bills – we 

are not borrowing from an outside source. The general fund is a cumulative number that changes with each expense 

paid and deposit made. If you have ideas for other information that you would like to see on a regular basis, please 

reach out to the treasurer or a council member and share your thoughts.  

Terresa Lauck, 



 

 

March 1, 2024 Balance ($13,495.47) 

March Receipts $7,933.70 

March Disbursements ($8,441.14) 

Balance March 31, 2024 ($14,002.91) 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer  
March 2024 Financials 
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LCOR Men’s Group Hot Dog Roast and Bonfire 

 

A hotdog roast and bonfire were held on Saturday, March 
30 at Menken’s shop. The LCOR members and guests, 
including Pastor Michael TeKrony, enjoyed the delicious 
hotdogs, chips, and s’mores. The group laughed, joked, 
and had wonderful conversations enriching their friendships. 

After the meal, Pastor Michael led a short message and prayer around the 
bonfire. Those in attendance wrote anxieties, sins, and concerns on pieces of 
paper which were tossed into the bonfire and that these were all given to 
God for forgiveness and peace. 

Thank you to the Elsie Menken family including Elisa, Tim, and Dietrich 
Lecher for assisting with this fun event. Thank you to Elsie and Elisa for 
decorating their shop and for providing Rice Krispy Easter treats. Thank you 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Men’s Group Easter Breakfast 

The Men’s Group of LCOR hosted the Easter Breakfast on Sunday, March 31 
from 8:00 until 9:30. Approximately 45 members and guests enjoyed the 
scrambled eggs, sausage, pancakes, and cobbler. 

Thrivent Financial provided the “seed money” for this annual event. Edwards 
Right Price Market provided the sausage at a discounted price. 

Donations for the meal were received with the funds being shared between the 
LCOR Men’s Group and Rising Up of Morgan County, a local food bank and 
shelter. 
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May Birthdays 

Braxsen Canfield    3rd 

Elizabeth Liston    3rd 

Tiffany Jorgensen    11th 

Ron Seiler     20th 

Eilene Fritzler    22nd 

Tanner Schafer    23rd 

Stefanie Liston    24th 

Bruce Buehner    27th 

Gary Foos     27th 

John Sneed     29th 

Kristal Sneed    29th 

 

 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

Josh & Ashley Bristol   3rd 

Mark & Vickie Hoffman   28th 

Ken & Karen Temple   28th 

Bob & Margie Dorn   31st 

 
Please call the church office if we have missed 

anyone or if there is an error. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for the following who have 

been submitted to our prayer list:  

 

June Martins Son Matthew, Brandy 

Ernst, Deb Williams, Kate Barnes, 

Ron and Kay Seilor,  John Strauch, 

Owen Strister, Gina Sheets, Randi 

Warbasse, Dayle Neddo, Jessa & 

Taylor Pickering, Andrei , Joanna & 

Atlas, Nicoleta and Rebecca, James, 

Sidonia and their children, Christine 

Reedy, Jodi Brown, Callie Sidor, 

Mikaela Martinez-Harman, Ed & Pam 

Dorn, Luke Lay, Braxton Speicher, 

Luke Makings, and Zach Griffith 

 

***Anyone who no longer needs to 

be on the list please email                        

lcor-morgan@msn.com 



  

 

Wednesday  May 1 
Psalm 80  
Isaiah 65:17-25  
John 14:18-3 
Thursday May 2 
Psalm 98  
Isaiah 49:5-6  
Acts 10:1-34  
Friday  May 3 
Psalm 98  
Isaiah 42:5-9  
Acts 10:34-43  
Saturday  May 4 
Psalm 98  
Deuteronomy 32:44-47  
Mark 10:42-45  
Sunday  May 5 
Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 10:44-48  
Psalm 98  
1 John 5:1-6  
John 15:9-17  
Monday  May 6 
Psalm 93  
Deuteronomy 7:1-11  
1 Timothy 6:11-12  
Tuesday  May 7 
Psalm 93  
Deuteronomy 11:1-17  
1 Timothy 6:13-16  
Wednesday  May 8 
Psalm 93  
Deuteronomy 11:18-21  
Mark 16:19-20  
Week around Easter 7  
Thursday  May 9 
Ascension of Our Lord  

Acts 1:1-11  
Psalm 47 or Psalm 93  
Ephesians 1:15-23  
Luke 24:44-53  
Friday  May 10 
Psalm 47  
Exodus 24:15-18  
Revelation 1:9-18  
Saturday  May 11 
Psalm 47  
Deuteronomy 34:1-7  
John 16:4-11  
Sunday  May 12  
Seventh Sunday of Easter  
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  
Psalm 1  
1 John 5:9-13  
John 17:6-19  
Monday  May 13 
Psalm 115  
Exodus 28:29-38  
Philippians 1:3-11  
Tuesday May 14 
Psalm 115  
Numbers 8:5-22  
Titus 1:1-9  
Wednesday May 15 
Psalm 115  
Ezra 9:5-15  
John 16:16-24  
Week around Pentecost  
Thursday May 16 
Psalm 33:12-22  
Genesis 2:4b-7  
1 Corinthians 15:42b-49  
Friday May 17 
Psalm 33:12-22  

Job 37:1-13  
1 Corinthians 15:50-57  
Saturday May 18 
Psalm 33:12-22  
Exodus 15:6-11  
John 7:37-39  
Sunday May 19 
Day of Pentecost  
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 
37:1-14  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 
2:1-21  
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15  
Monday  May 20 
Joel 2:18-29  
1 Corinthians 12:4-11  
Tuesday May 21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Genesis 11:1-9  
1 Corinthians 12:12-27  
Wednesday May 22 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Ezekiel 37:1-14  
John 20:19-23  
Time after Pentecost—
Complementary series  
Week around Holy Trini-
ty  
Thursday May 23 
Psalm 29  
Isaiah 1:1-4, 16-20  
Romans 8:1-8  
Friday May 24 
Psalm 29  
Isaiah 2:1-5  
Romans 8:9-11  
Saturday May 25 
Psalm 29  
Isaiah 5:15-24  
John 15:18-20, 26-27  
Sunday May 26 
The Holy Trinity  
Isaiah 6:1-8  
Psalm 29  
Romans 8:12-17  
John 3:1-17  
Monday May 27  
Psalm 20  
Numbers 9:15-23  
Revelation 4:1-8  
Tuesday May 28 
Psalm 20  

Exodus 25:1-22  
1 Corinthians 2:1-
10 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Wednesday  May 29 
Psalm 45:6-17  
Isaiah 62:1-5  
John 3:22-36  
Thursday May 30 
Psalm 81:1-10  
Exodus 31:12-18  
Acts 25:1-12  
Friday May 31 
Psalm 81:1-10  
Leviticus 23:1-8  
Romans 8:31-39  
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We thank those who offer their gifts in leading worship this month 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

May 5 12 19 26 

Lector Bob Dorn Margie Dorn 
Please 

Volunteer 
 

Karen Liston 

Acolyte 
- 
 

Stefanie Liston - Stefanie Liston 

Usher/Greeter Bob & Margie 
Dorn 

Bob & Margie 
Dorn 

Shelly Bristol 
 

Karen Liston 
 

Altar Guild     - Wanda Rosten - Barb Mai 

Communion 
Assistant - Eric Walek - Please Volunteer 

Media Center 
 

Kay Carter 

Teller Carol Foos Margie Dorn Shelly Bristol Carri Brown 

Fellowship 
Host 

Jerry Mersinger Wanda Rosten 
Please 

Volunteer 
Please Volunteer 

Council 
Steward 

Kay Carter  

Organist Diane Nicklas Diane Nicklas Kristal Sneed Kristal Sneed 

Like Lutheran Church of  
Our Redeemer on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/lcorfortmorgan 

LCOR Congregation Council Members  
The Congregation Council is the core leadership body of the congregation. They are 

charged with overseeing and directing the life and mission of our church. We encourage 

you to talk with them!  Please pray for their ministry as they provide leadership to LCOR. 

Karen Temple, President  380-9260 

Jeff Edwards—Vice President  768-5456  

Karen Liston, Secretary  842-4819  

Kay Carter  (505) 573-9043 

Kay Johnson  (917) 589-6283  

Marian Robertson 867-2552  

Terresa Lauck, Treasurer  768-3143 
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LCOR Church Council Meeting Minutes for  April 2024 

 

 

LCOR Special Council Meeting Minutes  

April 4, 2024  

Call to order at 5:07 pm. Council members present were Jeff Edwards, Karen Temple, Kay Johnson, Kay 
Carter.  Also present were Terresa Lauck as finance officer.    

The purpose of the special meeting was to ensure all members of the Church Council were on the same page 
with the proposed budget that would be presented at the Special Congregational meeting on April 7th, to 
answer all questions with regard to the budget and the hiring of Pastor Ruby Narucki, and to team build for 
the council.    

Lots of discussion was held regarding the topics listed above.  Council members received clarification on all 
the topics.  There was consensus with the Council members on the proposed budget.    

No votes were taken and no official action was taken.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:25 pm.    

Respectfully submitted,   

Karen Temple, Council President  

 

LCOR Church Council Meeting Minutes  

April 8, 2024  

 Call to order at 5:10. Council members present were Jeff Edwards, Karen Temple, Kay Johnson via Zoom, 
Kay Carter and Karen Liston.  Also present were Terresa Lauck as finance and Eric Walek as a congregation 
member.  

Opening  Prayer- Led by Karen Temple  

Approval of Agenda- Jeff moved to approve.  Kay J. seconded; all approved.  

Approval of Secretary Report- Jeff moved to approve.  Karen L. seconded; all approved.  

Approval of Treasurer Report-   

Toner for the copy machine was purchased from the copy machine fund.  

The men’s group raised $363.00 from the activities during Easter weekend.  

The Youth account increased by $9.20 from general interest.  

Jeff voiced that he would like to see the financial fund in graph formation for the last five years to be shared 
with the congregation in the newsletter.  

Two items were tabled for next month so they can be further investigated: 1) Eric Walek shared information 
from a conversation he had had with Sarah Moening from the synod office about possibly adding a donation 
for the Excellence in Leadership program to keep it going and to be affordable for people to be able to 
participate. 2) Serious conversation needs to be had in regard to the proposed boiler fund as it will be needing 
attention eventually, hopefully later than sooner.  

 

Kay J. moved to approve the Treasurer Report.  Jeff seconded; all approved.  

 

Committee Reports-   

 

Building and Grounds- Again plans to discuss the possible boiler fund at the May council meeting.  

 

WELCA- No report was made.  
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Men’s Group- The Men’s Group was in charge of the bonfire evening at Elsie Menken’s shop the Saturday 
before Easter and, also, the annual Easter breakfast before service.  Both events were enjoyed by all who 
attended.  Thank you to all of the men and those who helped them make the final events of Holy Week so 
enjoyable.  The Men’s Group made $363 to be split between Rising Up and the Men’s Group.    

 

Old Business- Apartment Clean Out- Kay J. generously spent the prior Saturday cleaning up the little bits that 
needed to be taken care for the final check out after Pastor Liliana and Bruce and Pastor Michael moved out.  

 

New Business-  

 

Outdoor Project – Eric Walek- Eric reviewed that from the last group meeting held during a fellowship that no 
official group was formed, but that Pastor Liliana put Eric in charge.  At that time, Rocky volunteered to have 
his students make 

 

metal tables.  Pastor Liliana had ideas for pavers, permanent seating, planters, and flowers.    

 

Eric said that so far he has not heard any positive feelings being shared by congregation members about the 
project.  There is concern about attracting people from the nearby businesses, especially those who smoke.    

Eric had called Pastor Liliana for some clarification on the length of time for the project to be completed.  He 
shared that we have 3-4 years as a guideline for the entire project.  Eric also voiced that he hoped for the EiL 
lesson of following critical mass idea to be the model to form a core team and to move the project forward.  

  

Karen Temple shared that she, too, had contacted Pastor Liliana about the grant and the project.  She clarified 
that the grant we received was for $2,900 through the Rocky Mountain Synod.  The stipulation for the grant is 
that the project has to be community minded.  We do not have to show detailed evidence of the work and 
manner of spending the money.  The Synod would prefer to have before and after pictures and a possible 
video compiled of the process.  

  

Eric needs support with the forming of a team and spending the money.  

He would like to get people to share ideas and suggestions with a suggestion box.  He emphasized that we 
need to get an idea and then find out about the cost.  The congregation is welcome to share any and all ideas 
for the project, however, the hope is to keep an open and positive mindset, especially during the idea 
collecting phase.  It is hard to form plans if suggestions are only met with negative thoughts and dire 
predictions for the future use of the space.  

 

We all agreed to set a goal for sharing the information with the congregation with the May and June 
newsletters.  After collecting ideas and suggestions, the project can move forward from there.  

 

Community Life Forum with Congregation- Karen T. suggested a potluck with a forum on April 21.  Kay J. 
suggested having “different days” set for the forum to increase congregation communication.  Pastor Ruby’s 
first Sunday with LCOR will be on April 21.  Karen T. suggested a welcome potluck on April 28 and will 
communicate with Francie and Pastor Ruby.  Definite plans will be made when complete information is 
together as to what Pastor Ruby would also like to do.    

 

Covenant Behavior Agreement- We talked about updating the agreements.  Copies of the current Covenant 
Behavior Agreement will be given to the council this week and we can then discuss it in May.  
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We all agreed to set a goal for sharing the information with the congregation with the May and June newsletters.  After collecting 

ideas and suggestions, the project can move forward from there.  

 

Community Life Forum with Congregation- Karen T. suggested a potluck with a forum on April 21.  Kay J. suggested having 

“different days” set for the forum to increase congregation communication.  Pastor Ruby’s first Sunday with LCOR will be on April 

21.  Karen T. suggested a welcome potluck on April 28 and will communicate with Francie and Pastor Ruby.  Definite plans will be 

made when complete information is together as to what Pastor Ruby would also like to do.    

 

Covenant Behavior Agreement- We talked about updating the agreements.  Copies of the current Covenant Behavior Agreement 

will be given to the council this week and we can then discuss it in May.  

 

Active Member Roster- The Active Member Roster has been updated.  There are currently 64 voting members on the list.  This 

roster was used at the special congregation meeting that was held yesterday after church, with 23 people in attendance, including 

those on Zoom.   

Kay J. suggested that since there is such a significant difference between the last update and the current roster that we look at the 

people who did not get on the current roster as those we can reach out to, a “care of the souls” idea.  She reminded us of the 

conversation from last month about the formation of an Evangelism Committee and that this could be an opportunity to really 

check on people and not just send them a general letter from the synod about their membership status.  We will address this topic 

again once Pastor Ruby is actively employed.    

Constitution Update- Process- It was again agreed upon that the Constitution needs to be updated.  We agreed that would be 

better when we have the guidance of someone with experience, such as Pastor Ruby.  

Facebook- We need someone to be in charge of posting and keeping the information up to date on Facebook.  The people who are 

able to post on the website has been updated.  Karen L. shared that Stefanie L. asked about the use of Instagram along with 

Facebook, as they do not necessarily serve the same populations.  Karen T. said we can look into cross posting from Facebook to 

Instagram so it would be consistent information.  The ultimate agreement was to talk with Pastor Ruby to see what ideas she has 

and if she would like to take the lead on this.  

Other Business-  

Youth Funds- Karen L. presented a receipt for the materials she had purchased for the children’s Easter bags.  Stefanie L., her 

friend, Chloe, Terresa, and Karen had a mini meeting about what to include in the bags.  The ultimate decision was left to Stefanie 

and her friend.  Karen requested reimbursement from the youth fund for the sum of $62.01.  Karen T. moved to approve.  Jeff 

seconded; all approved.  

Open Door Grant money- As we are nearing the deadline for using the funds LCOR received from the grant, it was suggested to 

check with the Synod to see if it would be agreeable to combine the remaining $413.36 to the landscaping grant obtained by 

Pastor Liliana.  Kay C. is looking to have all the Open-Door Grant materials to be able to see if it can be re-allocated to combine 

with the landscaping grant. 
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Council – The council decided and agreed to meet after the church service on April 21, 2024, to work with Pastor Ruby to finalize 

the specifics of her contract.  

Apartment Clean Out- After Kay J. cleaned out the apartment for the final check, there were a couch and double bed left in the 

apartment that needed to be claimed by someone by Friday, April 12.  They were offered free to anyone who would come and get 

them.  Karen L. contacted a friend who works migrant and immigrant families.  Her friend knew of two families who were in 

need.  Jeff shared his truck.  Jeff, his son, Karen’s friend, Francisca, and her husband, and Karen’s husband wonderfully 

volunteered to deliver the items.  The two families were extremely thankful for the generosity and kindness shown to them.  The 

other small items and a box were moved from the apartment to a Sunday school room at the church to be taken care of later.  

Men’s Group- The amount of $363 has been deposited into the Men’s Group account.  The men will decide how to divide the 

money between their account and Rising Up.  

Bulletin Board Suggestion- It was brought to the council that Delette Woodward suggested changing the bulletin board in the back 

of the church to have current activities and pictures.  She expressed her gratitude that pictures of family members who have 

passed away was  had been available, but she suggested that the change could be a part of the healing and moving on process for 

those family and friends of the loved ones.  Everyone on council agreed that was a good idea.  

Memorial Service- We were reminded that the memorial service for Evelyn Cleary will be on Saturday, April 20 at 11:00.  

Adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:58  

 

  

Respectfully submitted by,  

Karen Liston  

Council Secretary  



  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

Prairie 

Parish 

Event 9 AM 

5 

Worship 

Service 

10:00 AM 

6 7 8 9Francie 

Out of    

Office 

10 11 

12 

Worship 

Service 

10:00 AM 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 

Worship 

Service 

10:00 AM 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 

Worship 

Service 

10:00 AM 

27 28 29 30 31  

May 2024 



 

 

Address Service Requested 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
1100 W. Platte Avenue 

Fort Morgan, CO 80701 
 

Office: (970) 867-8432 

E-mail: lcor-morgan@msn.com 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer exists to learn, teach, and 

proclaim the Word of God, and to nurture one another in the 

Christian faith in order to create a worship family; serve our 

community; and build the kingdom of God. 


